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FOREWORD.

Tu3 Grea: Rishis, for the bensfit of mankind,
eure and hersartyr hace vre~cuabed several Sastras
whareby they have opened cur eves to the wealth
~flitaratuss thare (5 concerminz their welfare, From
agas of recorded experience, they have come to the
¢onclusion taat of the two—nhere and hereafter— the
.ite hareafter is a blessed oneand far superior to the
lifa hare, which 1s full of pain and misery.

This trata thev have promuigated in unmis-
takable tarms.  The great Vvasa demonstrated the
atrer unstable nature of the life here, in the followinyg
conplet *—

AR e T S |

frdetc amaey: Peeadme gt 1 2R
He cams to ths conclusion that the simplest way of
attaining beatitude is meditation of Narayana-
which he has couveyd to us 1 the following stanza:

Arrer FARENRS HAE T g g

TIHF GAOTR A AR W T |
To attain this eternal happiness, Vedanta Sutras
anjoin that the worship of Sree Bhagavan is essen-

tial and that by such worship alone the object is
attainable.
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It isstated that there are five forms of worship.
ping Him, viz: Para, Vyuha, Vibhava, Harda and
Archa.  The anthority for this is found in Tait-
tiriya in which Bhagavan is stated to existas
“ gerar @At and also in various Srutis, Smritis
Itihasas and Puranas in uncontroversial terms
Further, the great Rishis of whom Ahir
buthnya and Sounaka stand fore-most, declare
that amongst the five forms of worship mentioned
above, Archa form the last 1s the simplest, easiesy
and the most certain way of securing the goal. Being
so simple, it 1s within the reach of Pandits and
Pamaras, the high and the low, the rich and the
poor. The Rishis also aver that Archa worshup,
besides giving them happiness eternal, also gives
the Avcha worshippers the realisation of ther
sarthly desiress To verify this statement one may
refer to Agamas like Pancharathra.

These works are full of instances illustrat-
ing that for the benefit of mankind, and for
the well-being of the king, temples have been
established, daily worship prescribed, and feasts
provided for on special,occasions. Sthala Puranas
relate stories of ancient rulers establishing temples
and constructing tanks for the well-being of
themselves and their subjects.

1t is very regrettable that modern thinkers, in
confidence of their wisdom, denounce Archa worship.
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When so much has been said of its greatness, its
simplicity, and its efficacy, in the various ancient
works above mentionad, I began to think how such
objections could be met and the erroneous impres-
sions corrected. When the minth Conference of
Pandits orgainsed by Sree Vaishnava Siddhanta
Sabha took place last year, I learnt from the
Sacreitaries of the Conference that Pandits attend-
ing the Conference and submutting essays in Sans-
krit would be awarded prizes I took advantage
of this and offered one prize to the best essay on
Archavathara Vaibhava. And the essay now before
you has been selected as the bast.

Though I have been anxious to study it carefully,
I have for want of time, been able to go through
only some portions of it: and with the limited
knowledge [ possess, I am able to say that the style
and diction adopted by the writer are simple and
charming.  The author Sreeman Krishnama-
chariar is the Head Sanskrit Pandit of the Govern-
ment College, Kumbakonam. It is evident from
the essay that he has consulted numerous ancient
works. Anticipating all possible objections, he
meets them with authorities from the four Vedas.
He then takes up the question whether Archae
worship is modern or ancient and quotes autho-
ritiss from Sruthis, Smrithis, Ithihasas and

ranas to establish it, as decidedly very ancient.
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I have therefore no hesitation n gaying thut
the author has, 1n the production of this essay,
employed vast study and seveie scrutiny and
displayed marked ability.

At the suggestion and encouragement of
some of my friends who sincerely believe that the
publishing of such a work will benefit the public, 1
have undertaken the publication of the essay. With
folded hands; in humble posture and in all sincerty
U offer my prayers to all Sree Vaislinavas and beg
them to read this essay That would be a suff
cient recompense to the author, the Sabha, and
my humble self.

It will be ungrateful on my partif I do not
acknowledge in writing the services rendered in this
matter by Sreeman Pandit Anantha Chariar  The
idea was his; and all credit 1s due to him fa
having successfully carried it out. He hag
written the preface in Sansknt for me. I have
attempted its translation in English and, if the
result is poor, I crave the indulgence of the
readers for all the faults in my attempt,

T. Namberumal Chetty.
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